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But to Djebel Shoraer he could not return as a prince, and
would not return as a subject So, following a circuitous track,
he passed on to the Inner Nejed, and there offered his services
in quality of " condottiere" to Turkee, son of 'Abd-Allah-ebn-
Sa'ood. Turkee was then actively engaged in reconstructing
his father's kingdom, ruined by the Egyptian invasion, and in
recovering one after another the provinces formerly subject to
Wahhabee domination. From such a prince 'Abd-Allah natur-
ally found a ready welcome, and work in abundance. He was
the foremost in eveiy fray, and soon became the head of a con-
siderable division in the Wahhabee army.

In 1830 or thereabouts, for I have been unable to procure
from Arab negligence the exact date of this or of many other
important incidents, Turkee resolved on the conquest of Haaa,
one of the richest appanages of the old Nejdean crown. But
since public affairs did not permit the withdrawing of his own
personal presence from Ri'ad, his capital, he placed his eldest
son Feysul at the head of the royal armies, and sent them to the
invasion of the eastern coast. 'Abd-Allah as a matter of course
joined the expedition, and, though a stranger by birth, was much
looked up to by Feysul and his officers, and was almost their
leader in all military operations.

Hardly had the Wahhabee army reached the frontiers of
fjasa, and, having passed the narrow defiles of Ghoweyr, where
we too, gentle reader, will pass in due time, were just proceeding
to lay siege to the town of Hof hoof when news reached them
that Turkee had been treacherously assassinated during the
evening prayers in the great mosque of the city by his own
cousin Mesharee, and that the murderer had already occupied
the vacant throne.

A council of war was at once called. The " Hushais " there
present, and they were the greater number, advised Feysul to
continue the war in IJasa, and after the conquest of that opulent
province, return rich with its spoils to wrest the crown from his
usurping relative. But 'Abd-Allah, a very Ahithophel in counsel,
observed that such delay would only serve to give Mesharee
better leisu/e for collecting troops, fortifying the capital, and
thus becoming a yet more dangerous, if not an insurmountable
enemy. Accordingly, he insisted on Feysul's immediate return
with all his troops to Ri'ad, as the surest way to take Mesharee